February 2010 Newsletter

Greetings. | hope that you are having a good
month, and that the recent bad weather did not
upset your life too much. In our part of Dorset, we
really ‘got off light’ in relation to the snow, but |
know certain parts of the country really suffered.
Snow is enjoyable for a day or so, even snowman making is great fun, but not when roads
and our lives are disrupted. Still, summer is coming, and we have those high temperatures
to look forward to!

As a fellowship we have been facing certain challenges recently. Nothing new in that,
as rarely church life runs as smoothly as we would like. We have had some ill heath with
various fellowship members and leadership, as well as other concerns. Some of these
issues we thought that as a church, we had resolved and dealt with, as they have echo’s of
the past. But our enemy is a master causing miss-information, bad-communication, and
even duplicity in the house of God.

So for this month’s newsletter, | thought that | would put my ‘pastor /teacher’ hat on and
share some thoughts with you. | was drawn recently to a text in Exodus 17. The story in
Exodus 17, relates to Moses, Aaron and Hur. If you do not know the account, | suggest
that you look it up in your bible before you read any further. ©.

The Amalekites were the first of the nations that Israel fought with (Num 24.20). The
Amalekites were the descendants of Essau, who hated Jacob because of the birthright and
blessings. Instead of facing the nation of Israel head on, they chose to attack the rear, and
struck those who were frail and feeble and could neither make resistance or escape. Even
today, our enemy assaults people when they appear down, or at least tries to. But as
believers in Christ, any attack is in vain, as it was in this OT case. The camp was being
guarded and fed by miracles, the Amalekites did not know what they were doing.

You may know that the commander in chief was Joshua, who was being trained to lead
and take over from Moses after his death, Joshua fights, Moses prays. Seeing the
ferocious nature of the assault on his nation, Moses decides to go to the top of the mountain
and rose his staff (v9).This was the same staff that Moses had used in Egypt to part the Red
Sea. Moses prayed and held up the staff of God in His hand to inspire Israel and as a
banner to encourage his soldiers. Moses lifted up this staff to God, by way of appeal to him.
Moses was not only a standard bearer, but an intercessor pleading with God for
success and victory. The staff of God, a symbol of power; holding it was a sign of
dependence and trust in God.

However, we see in v 12, that Moses’ hand grew tired (weary). We do not see that
Joshua’s hands were heavy in fighting, but Moses hands were heavy in praying. What
influence did the raised staff have on the battle? (v11). When Moses held his hand up in
prayer the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his
hands from prayer, the Amalekites were winning.

We then see the care that was shown to Moses. When he was not
able to stand any longer he sat down on a stone, when he could not
hold up his hands any longer others held his hands up for him.

12 When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under
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him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one
side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till
sunset. ** So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword.
Even Moses, the man of God, is glad of the assistance of Aaron, his
brother, and Hur, who some think was his brother in law (husband of
Miriam).

Moses hands, so supported were steady until sunset. No doubt
it was a great encouragement to the people to see Joshua before them in the field of battle
and Moses above them on top of the hill.

Christ is both to us- our Joshua, the captain of our salvation who fight our battles,
and our Moses who is our intercessor, that our faith may not fail.

So that briefly is the context of the account on Exodus. And as | was reading and meditating
on this word, certain principles came to mind.

The very first key to the success of any (team) ministry or church is being teamed up
with the Lord (Mark 16:20). If the Lord is not in an endeavour, it will certainly fail, or at
least, will dissipate with only a small measure of success. Before all else, then, each
member must earnestly seek the mind of the Lord, and all must be convinced that the
venture is His will. This should also include the vision or goal for the ministry. Moses
needed his ‘team’ around him. When we see our ministers struggling, when we see
fellow church members struggling, we need to sustain them. Moses, the man of God, is
glad of help. We should not be shy, either of asking help from others, or of giving help to
others.

The second key to the success of any ministry is commitment. The measure of success
will correspond with the measure of commitment from each individual member. All should
give itself without reservation to fulfilling God’s purpose for it, without allowing anything to
hinder or distract. Also, each member must commit himself to the others, for that will
be the foundation of his growing love for them. Aaron and Hur committed themselves to
Moses.

Another key to success is both the individual and corporate devotional life of the
church members. Ministry to the Lord will gauge the ministry to the people. A consistent,
earnest and lively prayer life is of vital importance to church ministry. “The church that
prays together will minister together.” Moses was committed to prayer.

The principle of leadership must be recognized in ministry. Though no member is more
important than another, for the sake of order and efficiency, one must take the leadership
and have the final responsibility. To fail to recognize and apply this principle is to head
toward disaster. The raised hands were recognized
as being important. &

Closely connected to the previous principle is a
tremendous key to the actual functioning of a
church: the principle of submission (Ephesians 5:21).

Time after time, true submission is required of all A‘
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members, and unless they have a submissive spirit, they will find it very difficult to function.
Just one member deciding to go his own way without regard for the other members can
greatly disrupt a church effort and spirit.

Success in the development of strong personal relationships is vital to ministry. Unity
is a must. Many team efforts have been squashed by breakdowns in this area. The
principles of communication are of great benefit in this realm, and one should alertly
guard against jealousies, rivalries, bitterness, a critical spirit and complaining. Looking
back, to the land of Egypt not looking forward to God’s Promised Land, can also cause

apprehension.

NT Examples:
Jesus and His apostles (the
Gospels).
Peter and John (Acts).
Philip and then Peter and John
(Acts 8),
Peter and certain brethren (Acts
10).
Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13,14).
(Acts 13:13refers to Paul and his
company.)
Judas and Silas join Paul and
Barnabas (Acts 15).
Barnabas and John Mark travel
together and Silas goes with Paul
(Acts 13).
Timothy joins Paul and Silas (Acts
16).
Paul takes Priscillaand Aquila
with him (Acts 18).

Each member must constantly remind himself that
he is a church member by the will of God, and as
such, he must surrender his own personal rights and do
all that he can to support and help the other ministries in
the team. Modern warfare indicates that in conflict one
should firstly remove the leadership and ‘command and
control’. Perhaps the Amalekite soldiers realised that if
they removed Moses, then they could win. Perhaps other
unnamed Israelite soldiers fought with the Amalekite
solders, on the mountain side, to protect and enable
Aaron and Hur to continue to support Moses

Scripture supports the fact that God wants all
Christian leaders to be involved in some form of
team ministry in their work. What form of team ministry
can each leader /church member say that he is a part of
now? Supporting one’ arms upright may seem
insignificant, but in this case it was the catalyst for the
victory.

Timothy and Erastus are sent to

Macedonia (Acts 19). In returning to Exodus 17: Victory had hovered

between the camps, but Israel carried the day. And
although Joshua fought with great disadvantages-his
soldiers undisciplined, ill armed, long accustomed to slavery, and apt to complain, yet
through it all God brought great salvation. Moses then built an alter to honour God, and that
which is most carefully recorded is the inscription of the alter; Jehovah —Nissi The Lord is
my Banner, which probably refers to the lifting up of the staff of God as a banner in this
battle.

As a church, if we fail to operate as a ‘team’ then we may have difficulties. Alex and | have
always regarded Wool vineyard as a team, joint effort. We are not ‘one man band’, that is
one person carrying all the pressure or responsibilities for our church fellowship and ministry.
We know of many men (and couples) who have collapsed physically, mentally, morally or
emotionally under such a load. So for this practical reason as well as moral, doctrinal and
spiritual reasons God has ordained ministry and churches to work in ‘teams’ of mutual
support and encouragement. Have good month, be blessed and encouraged.

Martyn and Alex. 01929 401771/ 07980 591098.
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God made | wonder if any of you know
Adam ate When men's socks vanish, where do they gq?
Noah built Perhaps it's true as folks suggest,
Abraham split Martians take some and leave the rest
Joseph ruled For reasons out beyond the stars,
Jacob fooled They need one sock of yours on Mars|!
Bush talked Or here's a thought-perhaps debatable
Moses biaed One sock is maddio-degradeable!
Pharagblagued But the best idea-the greatest notion
People walked Comes to us from near the Ocean,
Sea divided A New York man says in his drawers

Tablets guided
Lanantered
Saul freaked

Are socks that might match some of yours
He thinks there should be some devic

: And possibly it would be nice
P%%\ﬂceitgevsgrended If match-ups could ke somehow made
Jesus born Through systematic Onesock trade!
God walked The time has come for such a changg.
Love talked And hence-A New York SockExchange!!

Anger crucified
Hope died
Love rose
Spirit flamed
Word spread
GOD REMAINED!

D

14

The 23rd Channel - New International Version

The TV is my shepherd. | shall not want;

It makes me lie down on the sofa;

It leads me away from the faith; It destroys my soul.

It leads me in the paths of sex and violence for the sponsor's sake.
Yea, though | walk in the shadow of Christian responsibilities, there will
be no interruption for the TV is with me;

Its cable and remote cont  rol, they comfort me.

It prepares a commercial for me in the presence of my worldliness;

It anoints my head with humanism and consumerism, my coveting
runneth over.

Surely, laziness and ignorance shall follow me all the days of my life;

. . [}
and | shall dwell  in the house watching TV forever. N\‘ ' /.
L} -

JSUS CHRIST
l L(IDS | 34 )
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.&\I TEA/COFFEE ROTA - FEBRUARY
\I CS\I 7 - Angela/Jane 14 - Valerie/Joy 21 - Di/Wendy

28 - Joy/Doreen
f \CS\ MARCH

7 - Valerie/Trisha 14 - Angela/Joy 21 - Valerie/Di

@e“e‘s\
28 - Wendy/Doreen

Thank you to all who help out with the tea and coffee etc.
If it is your week to help it would be appreciated if you could be at church 10 min’s
early to set up the items needed etc. Thanks.

FLOWER ROTA - FEBRUARY

7 - Di 14 - Jane 21 - Doreen 28 - Elizabeth
MARCH
7 -Joy 14 - Valerie 21 - Angela 31 - Elizabeth

Prayer Focus:-

Please continue to pray for Mike’s healing, further hospital visits, and trusting in the
Lord.

For Alex and that her health problems are resolved: Need to make an important
decision about further heart surgery.

For Ruth’s dad and mum, Tony and Margaret, that his wonderful recovery may be
continued: for patience and understanding for all the family.

For Katrina’s brother, Steve, that he will respond positively to treatment for the
cancer.

For our Fellowship as we seek the Lord’s face and understand His will for us, not
forgetting to thank Him for His abundant blessings.

"Yea, though | walk through the valley o
death. | will fear no evil" Psalm 23

5 | Wool Vineyard.




February 2010 Newsletter

\ Dfou' are LENT LUNCHES: 24th February - 24th March 2010 at the

lﬂ’(}ltéd Methodist Church

@ These will again be held in the Methodist Chapel from 12
noon beginning on, 24th February, and we hope it will

be as well supported as in the past.

Vineyard'’s ‘slot’ is 10th March and thank you, everyone, who has volunteered to
make some soup — we have quite a reputation for a good and tasty bowilful,
apparently, so let’s keep it up!

3rd March - Holy Rood

17th March - St Josephs

The joint contribution day for the four churches is 24th March . We will need a
volunteer to make a pot on this day as well? (And possibly a helper, too.)

Women’s Day of Prayer (International and Interdenominational)

‘LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH PRAISE THE LORD’
On Friday, 5th March, over 3 million people worldwide will be praying
S and worshipping together during an annual day of prayer, using a
service prepared by Christian women in Cameroon.

Our church has the privilege of being host this year and the local churches will
joining us at The Gathering Place for the service on 5th March at 2.00 pm. Everyone
is welcome including men, women and young children. As usual, there will readers
taking part from each church and, as we are hosts, we will be providing refreshments
afterwards. Yes, | will be seeking ‘volunteers’ to help, please!

Valerie

As some of you may know we had a united Churches Together meeting at the
Vineyard on Sunday 17 " January. We really appreciated all who helped on that

day, including Tony and Ch ris who came from Bournemouth  to lead us in worship.
It was good to see the church almost full, with great singing, and a very real
powerful presence of God.

I f you missed this event, then
a great afternoon of fellowship with God, and His people.
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Testimony: Over the past months we have received several encouraging

words and testimonies. Recently we had
your pastors vision and observations encouraging -we candt wait t
againo. Someone el s eavea Wabliguhiqué andavh at we
bl essingbo.

We have also seen physical healings and people accepting Jesus as their Lord
and Saviour. Recently one or two people have received healing for the

historical hurts and pain that they have received and also the da mage and
harm that they caused us as a fellowship. We have many more such
encouragements. We are grateful to God.

You may also be glad to hear that at a recent conference virtually all the

topics of the week, we have covered and talked about in our fellow ship over
the past few mont hs. We are also singi
Sunday. ©

Why am | saying these things?
To encourage you.
To say that God is in our midst.
That we are hearing from God.
That we are listening to God.
And that you need to be were God is.
Please do not fail to see and neglect what God /s doing.
And will continue to do in our fellowship.

What is
With God impossible
nothing with men
shall be is possible

impossible with God
Luke 1:37 Luke 18:27
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Set Your Compass in the Right Direction
by Max Lucado

The problem is not that God hasn't spoken but that we
haven't listened.

Imagine your reaction if | were to take a telephone book,
open it up, and proclaim, | have found a list of everyone
who's on welfare! Or what if | said, Here is a list of
college graduates! Or, this book will tell us who has a
red car. You'd probably say, "Now wait a minute--that's not the purpose of that book.
You're holding a telephone book. Its purpose is simply to reveal the name and number
of residents of a city during a certain time frame."

Only by understanding its purpose can | accurately use the telephone book. Only by
understanding its purpose can | accurately use the Bible...

The purpose of the Bible is simply to proclaim God's plan to save his children. It
asserts that man is lost and needs to be saved. And it communicates the message
that Jesus is the God in the flesh sent to save his children.

Though the Bible was written over sixteen centuries by at least forty authors, it has
one central theme--salvation through faith in Christ. Begun by Moses in the lonely
desert of Arabia and finished by John on the lonely Isle of Patmos, it is held together
by a strong thread: God's passion and God's plan to save his children.

What a vital truth! Understanding the purpose of the Bible is like setting the compass
in the right direction. Calibrate it correctly and you'll journey safely. But fail to set it,
and who knows where you'll end up.

Aamznig: | cdnuolt blveiee taht | cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht | was rdanieg.
The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it denos't mtater in waht oredr the Itetres in awrod are, the
olny iprnoatmt tihng is taht the frist and Isat Itteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset
can be ataotl mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae
the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.
Amzanig huh? yaeh and | awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt!

First ao and be reconciled
to your brother: then come
and offer your gift.

NG
v'/ :

Matthew 5:24
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