The Vineyard Church in Wool: July 2010 Newsletter

Essential Content?

o :
PERSEVERE

Greetings: Alex and | hope that you are having
a good month, and that God is truly blessing
you.

running theé’race of faith..;

I had the privilege, earlier in June of attending a

omi ni pastor al retreat 6 Itwas arBencellent appottunity bolmeegyp i n D
with and form new relationships other Vineyard Pastors in our region. We were also able to

have the occasional theological conversation. Which brings me to my thought for this month. |

was asked while | was away, &Vhat is the Gospel? What is the essential content of the Christian
message? So | phoned a friend and did 50/50 and came
up with these suggestions.

2 Corinthians 5:18-21. @&ll
this is from God, who
through Christ reconciled us
to himself and gave us the

Needless to say, we would get no end of answers if we
polled everyone who professes to be a Christian as to

what the Gospel and its contents might be. As always,
then, we must turn to Scripture to answer the question

with clarity and with absolute authority.

I want to suggest that the very heart of the
gospel message is uniquely expressed in 2
Corinthians 5:18-21. This passage sets out the central
meaning of Christ's life and death in no uncertain terms.
Notice carefully that Christ's main role in coming to earth
was to reconcile a world of fallen humans to God.
Christians are blessed and commanded to engage in that
ministry, because God has committed to us the ministry
and the message of reconciliation.

Perhaps you might consider a few essential truths that
are assumed, implied, or explicitly stated in this passage.
Every person is fallen and sinful and therefore
needs to be reconciled with God. God Himself
accomplishes that reconciliation (because sinners could
never do it for themselves), and He does it through
Christ who was perfectly sinless (He "knew no sin").

He made atonement for others' sins by an exchange of

His righteousness for their sin. In other words, He was "made ... sin" i.e., He took others' sin on
Himself and bore the punishment for it, and He makes believers righteous through their union

with Him.

ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their
trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ,
God making his appeal
through us. We implore you
on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our
sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the
righteousness of Godd

Although God is the offended Deity, He is the very One who seeks and initiates our

reconciliation. He does not take pleasure in the destruction of sinners (cf. Ezek 18:32; 33:11).
But He makes an appeal to the whole world through the Christian message, imploring sinners to

be reconciled with Him.

Can | suggest that all of that is the very essence of the gospel message!

To be a Christian, therefore, is to be reconciled with God. As Christians, we are also
called to participate in the ministry of reconciliation, by beseeching other men and women on

Christ's behalf to be reconciled to God. The term reconciliation is therefore practically the theme
of true Christianity. It is reconciliation for sinners who have offended and spurned a righteous
Deity and yet are redeemed through no merit of their own.
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In fact, true reconciliation is accomplished only through the work of Christ. The ministry of
reconciliation that has been committed to Christians is therefore the greatest work in the world;
and the message of reconciliation is the most essential message.

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (The
Message)

16-20Because of this decision we don't
evaluate people by what they have or
how they look. We looked at the
Messiah that way once and got it all
wrong, as you know. We certainly
don't look at him that way anymore.
Now we look inside, and what we see
is that anyone united with the
Messiah gets a fresh start, is created
new. The old life is gone; a new life
burgeons! Look at it! All this comes
from the God who settled the
relationship between us and him, and
then called us to settle our
relationships with each other. God
put the world square with himself
through the Messiah, giving the world
a fresh start by offering forgiveness
of sins. God has given us the task of
telling everyone what he is doing.
We're Christ's representatives. God
uses us to persuade men and women
to drop their differences and enter
into God's work of making things right
between them. We're speaking for
Christ himself now: Become friends
with God; he's already a friend with
you. “*How? you ask. In Christ. God
put the wrong on him who never did
anything wrong, so we could be put
right with God.

That is why the gospel of reconciliation was
always at the heart of Paul's preaching. In 1
Corinthians 1:17 he says, "For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to preach the
gospel, and not with words of eloquent
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied
of its power." His primary concern was always
for the purity of the message.

To adulterate or alter the simple, straightforward
truth about reconciliation in the cross would be
to empty the entire Gospel of its power. So Paul
was committed to the proclamation of the gospel
messaged unstintingly, unhesitatingly, and
unreservedly (Rom 1:15-16; 1 Cor 2:1-2).

At the heart of the Christian message,
therefore, God has likewise called every
Christian to be an ambassador carrying
that very same message of reconciliation
to the world.

The word rendered "ambassadors”in 2
Corinthians 5:20 is a noble, multifaceted Greek
term (presbeuo), which is related to the word
usually translated "elder" (pres-buteros).
Consequently the term ambassador carries the
idea of someone who is mature and stately. (In
ancient times, old and experienced men were
usually the ones chosen to be ambassadors of
emperors and kings, because of the dignity and
wisdom they brought to the task.)

But this does not mean that only pastors or
mature Christians are Christ's ambassadors. On
the contrary, Paul is writing to the rank-and-file
members of the Corinthian church (some of
whom were notoriously immature spiritually).

He is teaching that:

All Christians are ambassadors, invested with all the honour and dignity one would
normally owe an esteemed elder. After all, an ambassador is someone who represents a
ruler and delivers a message on that ruler's behalf. The ambassador, therefore, receives honour
not because of his own personal worthiness, but because of whom he represents. So it is the
importance of the mission, the weight of the message, and the eminence and excellence of the
One we represent that gives every Christian the status of an ambassador.

A good ambassador does not make up a message on his own authority. He is
commissioned to carry someone else's message and to deliver it faithfully. He is not authorized
to alter the message in any way. He cannot adjust it to fit his own personal preferences.
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He cannot embellish it with his own opinions. He speaks for a higher authority, and he is
responsible to deliver the message in unadulterated form.

By the same token, to scorn or mistreat an ambassador is to insult the ruler for
whom he speaks. To send him away is to break off relations with the government he
represents. An ambassador is essentially his ruler's mouthpiece. He never offers his own
promises or demands his own privileges; rather he speaks on behalf of his government. His
only authority is derived from his head of state, and to reject the ambassador is to reject the
one who sent him.

By definition, an ambassador serves in a foreign land. He spends his life as a stranger
and an alien. He has to speak a different language. He has to interact with a different culture
and tradition and adapt to a different lifestyle. Those are all relevant analogies that help us
understand the calling and task of Christians as ambassadors.

As ambassadors for the kingdom of God, Christians live and serve in an alien world.
Paul says the believer comes with authority from his King, representing the kingdom. He
comes with a word of reconciliation from the court of heaven to plead with people
to be reconciled to God.

We may know what Christ has done for us. Perhaps we now need to share that with others who are
not in the kingdom. Perhaps we need to be reconciled to one another, as well as to God.

But I want to suggest that this perspective ought to shape our worldview as Christians:
Having been reconciled to Christ and redeemed out of the world of sinful humanity, we nonetheless
remain here in this world as "sojourners and exiles" (1 Pet 2:11; cf. Heb 11:13).

We serve as ambassadors of God, commissioned by Him to proclaim a message of reconciliation to
other fallen creatures. Perhaps that is our central duty, and it should shape our whole perspective
on the world.

Have a great month. And if you are going on a holiday, have a great time, and if you are
in Dorset, do pay is a visit!

Blessings.

Pastor Martyn
01929 401771 / 07980 591098.

E Mail: pastor@purbeckvineyard.com. Web: www.woolvineyard.com

Alex update: As some of you may know, we have had an dnterestingbmonth health wise with
Alex. On the face of it, it does not seem good news. Positively Alex has been discharged from
the cardio side of things, as she is currently in normal sinus rhythm, and we are very grateful for
that. However at the present moment, Alex has difficulty in speaking, has balance and
coordination issues, which are quite a concern. Thankfully Alex is still thinking and has an active
mind and brain-s he has not 61l ost her mal Aleklkasad an aisial s |
di agnosis of (a) O6degener aver th# maars.uTherd ace@lsoc a |
complications with nerve endings and the like. But we have a God who heals and re-generates,
and we are praying for a complete recovery.l al so realise that | (M
at t he edges 0lfl seem that way, pleaseriosgive me. It is not intentional. So we
would appreciate your prayers, and if you have any insights into our situation, (spiritual or
otherwise) please let us know. Thank you. MP
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Down-to-earth holiness

The Books of Exodus and Leviticus are full of teaching

about the holiness of God and how it relates to the (@) pal

community of his people. Leviticus 19 is an important 4 =)

chapter for understanding what God's holiness means in w o3

the community. ‘&

It begins by making a direct connection between God's %

character and the character of his people: 'Be holy because Y O

I, the Lord your God, am holy' (Leviticus 19:2). It then goes

on to spell out what this means in concrete terms, covering

an astonishing range of areas in human relationships:

Respect your father and mother

Observe the Sabbath

Leaving part of your harvest for disadvantaged people

Not stealing or lying

Not delaying the payment of wages to your workers Hours fly

Not mistreating the deaf and blind Flowers die

Not perverting justice New days

Not turning to mediums or spiritists

Showing respect for the elderly New ways

Treating foreigners with love and respect kit i £ Pass by

Using honest weights and measures : . Love stays
Sohail Rana

The early church was taught to follow this pattern of
practical holiness by being radically different to the society
around them. For example:

They were highly committed to the teaching, fellowship,
prayer and worship of the church (Acts 2:42-43)

They shared their possessions and gave to those in need
(Acts 2:44-45; 4:32, 34-35)

They were taught to treat rich and poor in the same way
(James 2:1-7)

They renounced selfish ambition and followed the humility
of Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-11)

Why did only one cleansed leper return to thank Jesus?
The following are nine suggested reasons why the nine did not
return:

One waited to see if the cure was real.

One waited to see if it would last.

One said he would see Jesus later.

One decided that he had never had leprosy.

One said he would have got well anyway.

One gave thanks to the priests.

One said, "Oh, well, Jesus didn't really do anything.

One said, "Any rabbi could have done it."

One said, "l was already much improved."
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The Tourist's Prayer

Heavenly Father, look down on us, your obedient servants, who are
doomed to travel this earth taking photos, writing postcards,
buying souvenirs and walking around in drip-dry
underwear. We beseech you, 0 Lord, to see that our plane is not
delayed, our baggage not lost and our overweight luggage and illegal
imports are unnoticed...

Lead us to good inexpensive restaurants where the wine is included in
the price of the meal and the staff speaks our tongue. Give us the wisdom to tip correctly in
currencies we do not understand.

Grant us the strength to visit museums, palaces, cathedrals and if per chance we skip an historic
monument to seek private pleasure, have mercy on us, for our flesh is weak.

Dear God, protect our wives from bargains they do not need, or cannot afford. Lead them not into
temptation, for they know not what they do.

Almighty Father, keep our husbands from looking at foreign women and comparing them with
us. Save them from making fools of themselves at social gatherings. Above all, do not forgive
them their trespasses, for they know exactly what they do.

And finally, when our wanderings are over, grant us the favour of finding someone who will look at
our videos and photos and listen to our prattle, so that our journey has not been in vain.

TEA/COFFEE ROTA - JULY
4 - Joyl?? 11 - Iris/?? 18 - Valerie
25 - Valerie/??
AUGUST

1-Joy/?? 8-Doreen/?? 15-Jane/?? 22 -Iris/??
29 - Valerie

Thanks for all who help each Sunday (on the Rota or not!).

FLOWER ROTA = JULY

4 - Valerie 11 - Doreen 18 - Alex 25 - Elizabeth
AUGUST
1 - lIris 8 - Jane 15 - Joy 22 - Doreen 29 - Elizabeth
€ e ———

FUTURE DATES
10" July - Methodist Coffee Morning 10.00i 12 noon ??

147 18™ July - Connect 2010i Holton Lee, Wareham. (Programme attached i sounds really
good i come!)
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RECONCILIATION DEPENDS UPON US PRAYER FOCUS

*1 WILL NEVER BREAK MY COVENANT WITH YOU Lv2/.2
—= § i

Please continue to pray for all who are and have been
poorly for their complete healing and trust in the Lord.

Alex 1 see comments earlier.

Please pray for Ruth, Dave and family. Thank the Lord for a
successful operation and the Day
feet 0.

Mike 1 Give thanks for his wellbeing and job satisfaction.

For Anne Cooper as she recovers from her fall and regains
her strength.

"THEY ENTERED INTO A COVENANT TO SEEK THE LORDY ZCH 1542

For all students who are approaching the end of their exams
I that they will celebrate sensibly!

Pl ease pray for the HOTS team who are 6éon dutybd
foreseeable future.

Please pray for continued growth in our Fellowship as we wait expectantly upon the Lord in
praise and worship.

For a favorable outcome as our application to Rural Ministries is considered.

That we will be guided, as we make important decisions over the next few weeks.

eeceeeeeeeeeeceeeceeeeeeeeeeececeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeecece.

Finally: useless Free Ads...

Nice parachute: Never opened-used once.

Our sofa will seat the whole mob: 100% Italian leather.
Joining a nudist colony: Selling washer and dryer: £200.

FOR SALE BY OWNER: complete set of Encyclopaedia Britannica- 45 volumes,
excellent condition: £700. No longer needed. Recently married; wife knows
everything.

P ———

“Blessed be the God and Father of *
- _our Lord Jesus Christ, who has .
“blessed us with every spiritual

. blessing in the heavenly places” =

s *_cay

Ephesians 1:
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