
The Vineyard Church in Wool:  March 2010 Newsletter  
 

1 Pastor  Martyn 
pastor@purbeckvineyard.com 

 

"What is Christian 
reconciliation? Why do we 
need to be reconciled with 

God?" 

 

 
Greetings, and Praise the Lord.  

A few weeks back I was invited to a meeting in Wareham that was to do with the 
forthcoming „Connect 2010‟ event in Holton Lee on the 14th-18th July. (See 

http://www.connect2010.org.uk/ for more details). The speaker was Russ Parker, who 

shared about forgiveness and reconciliation amongst the churches in the area.  He 
demonstrated through story and testimony how issues and hurts in church and 
community life have been swept under the carpet, fudged, or covered up thus 
creating divisions within the Body of Christ and in our communities preventing the 
Holy Spirit of Truth from bringing the Kingdom of God in power. 

I have, to be honest. Initially, I had decided not to be there as Alex that weekend was 
fairly unwell.  However I had a phone call, and was encouraged to attend, which I did. 

Some of you may know that, historically, the Purbeck Vineyard church (formally the 
Community Church) had difficult periods.  Many, if not all, of those issues have now 
been resolved and sorted, and are not part of, of have any bearing on, the current 
Wool Vineyard, certainly since we have been Pastors the past three years.  However I 
was vaguely aware that had been some animosity between the churches, issues 
pastorally that I could not resolve.   But God had other ideas. 

Imagine, if you would, two friends who have a fight or argument. The good 
relationship they once enjoyed is strained to the point of breaking. They cease 
speaking to each other; communication is deemed too awkward. The friends 
gradually become strangers.   It would appear that this is what had happened between 
the Vineyard and other churches in the Wool area.  Personally, I was not fully aware of 
this tension, but God was. 

However, we need to be aware that any conflict between friends, family or churches, 
may only be resolved by reconciliation and forgiveness.   Any such estrangement can 
only be reversed by reconciliation. To be reconciled is to be restored to friendship or 
harmony.   When old friends resolve their differences and restore their relationship, 
reconciliation has occurred. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 declares, “All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.” 

You may know that the Bible says that Christ reconciled us to God 
(Romans 5:10; 2 Corinthians 5:18; Colossians 1:20-21). The fact that 
we needed reconciliation means that our relationship with God was 
broken. Since God is holy, we were the ones to blame. Our sin 
alienated us from Him. Romans 5:10 says that we were enemies of 
God: “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 

http://www.connect2010.org.uk/
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Second%20Corinthians%205.18-19
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Romans%205.10
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/2%20Corinthians%205.18
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Colossians%201.20-21
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Romans%205.10
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him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”   

 Can I suggest that this applies personally to us in addition to 
our churches? 

When Christ died on the cross, He satisfied God‟s judgment 
and made it possible for God‟s enemies, us, to find peace with 
Him. Our “reconciliation” to God, then, involves the exercise of 
His grace and the forgiveness of our sin. The result of Jesus‟ 
sacrifice is that our relationship has changed from enmity to 
friendship. “I no longer call you servants … Instead, I have called you friends” (John 
15:15). Christian reconciliation is a glorious truth! We were God‟s enemies, but are 
now His friends. We were in a state of condemnation because of our sins, but we are 
now forgiven. We were at war with God, but now have the peace that transcends all 
understanding (Philippians 4:7) 

So, what God did on that day in Wareham was and is „amazing‟. Local churches were 
reconciled to each other, people were reconciled to each other, and then there was 
the Vineyard... 

Five or more people came up to me, some publicly, some privately, and asked me as 
the current pastor of the Vineyard for „forgiveness and reconciliation‟ for the things 
that they had done, been critical of, and what they had said against the Vineyard 
(Community Church) over the years.  It was my privilege to pray with them, and to 
offer God‟s forgiveness and reconciliation. 

This was God in action.  This was God fulfilling His promises. This was the Holy Spirit 
reconciling the Father‟s church in the Wool area. The Holy Spirit of Truth is able to 
bring the Kingdom of God in power.   And as a result, things have altered.  Things 
have changed in the heavenly realm. (Eph 3) Certainly some foundations have been 
re-laid by God, foundations on which we can build and work upon.  Our meetings 
have changed. We have a freedom that we have not had before.   God is at work, of 
that I am certain. 

So, in closing do you need to be reconciled to someone?  Does your Church need to 
be reconciled to another? Are you aware of any issues between you personally or 
between your church and your neighbour‟s church? 

2 Chronicles 7:  14.  „If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 

pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and will heal their land.  15. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to 

the prayers offered in this place.  16. I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my 

Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.  17."As for you, if you 

walk before me as David your father did, and do all I command, and observe my decrees and 

laws, 18. I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father when I said, 

'You shall never fail to have a man to rule over Israel.' 

Please contact me if you want to chat about this issue, or would like to know more.   

Have a great month.           We plan to. 

Pastor Martyn. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/John%2015.15
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/John%2015.15
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Philippians%204.7
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01929 401771/07980 591098. 

  

The General Election.   I am not normally an overtly political 
person although obviously I have my private views on issues and 
how I choose to vote.  However, before the General election date 
is set, that I would like to offer these comments, as I hope not to 
mention the election once it has been announced.   
I would like to suggest that our politics should flow out of our worldview which flows 
out of our theology, which flows out of our relationship with Christ. So if we want to 
truly influence politics then we ought to first and foremost, influence others to 
embrace Jesus as their Saviour. Then we must plunge them into a passionate pursuit 
of God through prayer, worship and obedience to His Word. 

The real bogeyman is not the Prime minister, leader of the opposition, a political 
party, the homosexuals or an Alaskan icon in high heels who can see Russia from her 
front porch. Satan is the real bogeyman. And I believe that he is doing everything he 
can in his power to get Christians distracted.  

For the „right-leaning‟ Christians he is trying to get us to worship at the altar of a TV 
personality rather than Jesus Christ. He is seeking to get us to hate the Prime Minister 
instead of pray for him. He is trying to get us to seek a political solution to a spiritual 
problem.  For the „left-leaning‟ Christians he is seeking to get them to worship a 
political agenda instead of a risen Saviour. He is seeking to get them to mock the right 
instead of pray for them. He is seeking to get them to replace the power of the gospel 
message with a green lifestyle. 

Can true Christians differ politically? Yes! Should these Christians discuss debate 
and dialogue on the important issues of politics? Of course! But let us never forsake 
the true “weapons of righteousness that are in our  hands ” The Word of God, prayer, 
love and the gospel message are more important and influential than any ballot box, 
news station or political affiliation.  

Wherever you are politically my prayer is that your true hero is Jesus: that your 
ultimate mission is the proclamation of His message with your life and with your lips. 
The only real bogeyman in your world is the Devil.   Remember Paul‟s words in 
Philippians 3:20, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”Let us rivet our eyes to Him who gives us the 
audacity of ultimate and everlasting hope.   Yes we can!   Mp 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

FUTURE DATES 

3rd March - Lent Lunch  12 noon  Methodist Chapel -  Holy Rood – providers. 
 
5TH March - Friday, 2.00 pm.  Women‟s Day of Prayer - The Gathering Place.  
Speaker : Ginny Collings. 
 
10th March – Lent Lunch. 12 noon Methodist Chapel – Vineyard – providers ?? 
 
17th March – Lent Lunch. 12 noon Methodist Chapel – St. Joseph‟s – providers ?? 
 
25th March - Lent Lunch.  12 noon Methodist Chapel – combined - providers  
 
14th – 18th July – South Dorset Teaching and Ministry Week – Holton Lee. 

 

http://www.christianpost.com/topics/theology
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A Sunday school teacher 
asked the children just before 
she dismissed them to go to 
church, "And why is it 
necessary to be quiet in 
church?" 
 
Little Johnny replied, 
"Because people are 
sleeping." 
 
................................... 

 
A pastor, known for his 
lengthy sermons, noticed a 
man get up and leave during 
the middle of his message. 
The man returned just before 
the conclusion of the service. 
Afterwards the pastor asked 
the man where he had gone. 
 
"I went to get a haircut," was 
the reply. 
 
"But," said the pastor, "why 
didn't you do that before the 
service?" 
 
"Because," the gentleman 
said, "I didn't need one then." 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

IôM FINE THANKS. 
There is nothing the matter with me. 

I'm as healthy as I can be. 

I have arthritis in both my knees 

And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze. 

My pulse is weak, and my blood is thin 

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in. 

Arch supports I have for my feet 

Or I wouldn't be able to be on the street. 

Sleep is denied me night after night, 

But every morning I find I'm all right. 

My memory is failing, my head's in a spin 

But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in. 
 

The moral is this, as my tale I unfold, 

That for you and me who are growing old, 

It's better to say "I'm fine" with a grin 

Than to let folks know the shape we are in. 

How do I know that my youth is all spent? 

Well, my "get up and go" just got up and went. 

But I really don't mind when I think with a grin 

Of all the grand places my "get up" has been. 

 

Old age is golden, I've heard it said; 

But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed 

With my ears in the drawer my teeth in a cup, 

My eyes on the table until I wake up. 

Ere sleep overtakes me, I say to myself, 

"Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf?" 

 
When I was young my slippers were red, 

I could kick my heals over my head 

When I was older my slippers were blue, 

But I still could dance the whole night through. 

Now I am old, my slippers are black, 

I walk to the store and puff my way back. 

I get up each morning and dust off my wits 

And pick up the paper and read the obits. 

If my name is still missing, I know I'm not dead 

So I fix me some breakfast and go back to bed 
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TEA/COFFE ROTA – MARCH 

 7  -  Valerie/Di   14  -  Angela/Jane     21  -  Valerie/Di         28  -  Wendy/Doreen 

APRIL 

4 - Valerie/Di         11 -   Valerie/Joy         18 - Di/Doreen           25 - Angela/Jane 

If it is your week to help it would be appreciated if you could be at church 10 mins 

early to set up the items needed, etc.  Thanks. 

FLOWER ROTA – MARCH 

7  -   Joy                   14   -   Valerie                      21  -  Angela                 28  -  Elizabeth 

APRIL 

4 - Wendy                11 -   Di                      18 - Jane                     25 - Elizabeth 

Grateful thanks to you all for keeping everything running so smoothly.  I do 

appreciate your willingness and being ready to „fill-in‟ occasionally – or even, 

regularly!     

Love from Valerie                                               

  PRAYER FOCUS: 

Celebrating  Prayer  as a gift from God  

Affirming  Prayer that is already taking place  

Resourcing  Prayer by providing ideas and inspiration   
to help people pray  in  ways new to them .  

Please continue to pray for:-  All who are suffering from the „virus‟. 

Mike‟s healing and trust in the Lord;    For Ann as she patiently awaits her recovery. 

Alex‟s health and successful forthcoming operation with a complete and full recovery; 

Ruth‟s mum and dad, Tony and Margaret, and also for Ruth and David, as they 

support their parents; 

Katrina‟s brother, Steve, as he starts his treatment in Australia; 

Our Fellowship as we faithfully wait and trust in the Lord and that His plan for us will 

be revealed.  We have had so many blessings to thank Him for. 
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"What is the meaning of Lent?"  
 
Lent is a period of fasting and repentance traditionally 
observed by Catholics and some Protestant 
denominations in preparation for Easter. The length of the 
Lenten fast was established in the 4th century as 40 days. 
During this time, participants eat sparingly or simply give 
up a particular food or habit. Ash Wednesday and Lent 

began as a way for Catholics to remind themselves to repent of their sins in a manner 
similar to how people in the Old Testament repented in sackcloth, ashes, and fasting 
(Esther 4:1-3; Jeremiah 6:26; Daniel 9:3; Matthew 11:21). 
 
However, over the centuries it has developed a much more "sacramental" value. Many 
Catholics understand giving something up for Lent as a way to gain blessing from 
God. The Bible does not teach that such acts have any merit with God (Isaiah 64:6).  
 
In fact, the New Testament teaches us that our acts of fasting and repentance should 
be done in a manner that does not attract attention to ourselves: “When you fast, do 
not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they 
are fasting. I tell you the truth; they have received their reward in full. But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men 
that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:16-18). 
 
Fasting is a good thing when it is done with a biblical perspective. It is good and 
pleasing to God when we give up sinful habits and practices. There is absolutely 
nothing wrong with setting aside a time when we focus on Jesus' death and 
resurrection. However, these practices are things we should be doing every day of the 
year, not just for 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter.  
 
If  Christians wishes to observe Lent, we are free to do so.  
 
The key is to focus the time on repenting from our sins and consecrating ourselves to 
God, not on trying to earn God's favour or increase His love for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gotquestions.org/Ash-Wednesday.html
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Esther%204.1-3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Jeremiah%206.26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Daniel%209.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Matthew%2011.21
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Isaiah%2064.6
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Matthew%206.16-18
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A traditional statement of faith that says Jesus descended into hell when He died. But 

didn't He tell one of the men who was crucified with Him that he would join Him in 

heaven? Is this a contradiction? What actually happened to Jesus when He died?  

No, this isn't a contradiction - and in fact it points us to a very profound and wonderful 

truth. Let me try and explain. 

When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He became the final and complete sacrifice for our 

sins. He was without sin; throughout His life He never committed a single sin - not even 

one. But on the cross the sins of the entire human race were placed on Him, and He took 

upon Himself the judgment and hell that we deserve. He took our place! We can barely 

imagine this - but when He died, God's own Son endured even hell itself on our behalf. 

This is why He cried out from the cross, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

(Mark 15:34). This is what the ancient creed means when it says that "He descended into 

Hell." 

But He didn't stay there! All those sins that were placed on Him were purged, and He 

entered heaven on our behalf. That is why He could say to the man dying on the cross 

next to Him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise" (Luke 23:43). 

And this is what He says to us as we stand at the brink of eternity, if our faith and trust is 

in Him. Have you opened your heart and life to Him (as the criminal on the cross did), and 

are you trusting Him alone for your salvation? 
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Last month: (Feb) During the past month we were blessed by having two Moorlands 

College students with us.  As a church we hope to form links with the college, by welcoming 

students during this spring/ summer term.  We may also have a student placement in the 

autumn.  Alan also has lead us in worship on a Sunday and, hopefully, he will be with us 

once a month from now on.  Brilliant. Both Ruth and Alex as well as Julian shared 

encouraging words. 

We  had a pancake evening which gave us an opportunity to relax and socialise.  Thank you 

to all who helped to make the lovely pancakes and we had a most enjoyable evening. 

This coming month, (March) we hope to greet some of our friends that stay in the caravans 

locally.  We are looking forward to welcoming our óregularô holiday makers and praying for 

good weather.   

In addition we are planning to do regular meetings at Durdle Door site in the late spring/ 

summer.   Caravans are available for hire, if you or a friend relative would like to visit us in 

Dorset.  See/ contact Elizabeth for more details. (01929 405608) 

Can you also join us in prayer, please? We asking God to provide a worship leader for the 

fellowship.  If you can lead worship, (or would like to share/ preach) and are planning to visit 

us, then you would be welcome to lead us. 

 

 

Foot Prints: 

One night a man had a dream. 
He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the Lord. 
Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. 
For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand; 
one belonging to him, and the other to the Lord. 
When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the 
sand. 
He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. 
He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. 
This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it. 
"Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, you'd walk with me all the way. 
But I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life, 
there is only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why when I needed you most you would leave me." 
The Lord replied, "My precious, precious child, I love you and I would never leave you 
During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was 
then that I carried you. 
 


