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Eavesdropping on Jesus. Greetings.  
Alex and I hope that you are having a 

great, blessed month, and that you are 

enjoying the weather.  

There are certain parts of the Dorset 

countryside that have an unmatched 

landscape. Various aspects of God’s creation and design in Dorset are comparable 

to parts of Wales, and for a Welshman to admit that, it must be really good.  
And with the warmth of the sunshine, we can ask for no more.  We need to 

remember though, to worship the creator, and not the created. 

 

Have you listened to a conversation without the speakers being aware of it? 
Guess I have. Have you ever eavesdropped on someone when they pray?  I'll 

admit I have done that to.  At times I've overheard my wife Alex singing and 

praying to God.  I know it was private, but since she was talking out loud I 

took the opportunity to listen, and I was blessed by it.  

   

Occasionally I wish I could go back in time and listen to conversations that key 

people had with each other. Perhaps go back to a key period in history, and see 

what really happened.  Perhaps listening to John Wesley preaching, or a major 

event in history. I can recall an American TV programme called ‘Time Tunnel’ (with 

James Darren and Robert Colbert)   that did just that. 

 

But as we read and 

understand scripture we 

can, in many ways, fulfil 

that inclination to go back 

in time and see what really 

happened.  We have eye 

witnesses, testimonies, and 

firsthand accounts written 

by trusted, dependable 

people who faithfully and 

authentically recorded what 

had happened.  

 

We have evidence, 

corroboration and proof 

that confirms much of what 

scripture says is true. It 

actually happened. 

 

 

 

John 17: 
20"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 

also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just 

as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be 

in us so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave 

me that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them 

and you in me. May they be brought to complete 

unity to let the world know that you sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved 

me. 24"Father, I want those you have given me to be 

with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory 

you have given me because you loved me before 

the creation of the world. 25"Righteous Father, 

though the world does not know you, I know you, 

and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made 

you known to them, and will continue to make you 

known in order that the love you have for me may 

be in them and that I myself may be in them."    

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Darren
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Colbert
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So in John 17, we have the opportunity to eavesdrop on 

Jesus as He prays to His Father.  

  

This prayer has been called ‘The prayer of the 
Overcomer’. Scholars indicate that Jesus may have 

prayed this prayer in the Upper Room after he had 

instructed His disciples. Then He and the disciples sang 

the traditional Passover psalms, left the upper room, and 

headed for the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus had 

been accustomed to meet with them and pray (see 

Matthew 26:3-46, and Mark 14:26-42). 

 

It is the greatest prayer ever prayed on earth and the greatest prayer recorded 
anywhere in scripture. It's also the longest prayer of Jesus recorded in the New 

Testament. John 17 is the ‘holy of holies’ of the Gospel record, and we should 

approach this scripture in a spirit of humility and worship. 

 

No matter what events occurred later that evening, this prayer makes it clear 

that Jesus is and was the ‘Overcomer’. He was not the ‘victim’: He was and is the 

Victor.  ‘I have overcome the world’ Jesus said in John 16:33. And the word world 
is used nineteen times in this prayer, so it is easy to see the connection between 

the prayer and John 16:33. 

 

What makes John 17 so wonderful is that 

you get to see what's important to Jesus. In 

this chapter the veil is pulled aside and you 

get to peek into the very heart of God, in 

this intimate conversation between the Son 

and the Father.  

 

Jesus meant for us to eavesdrop on Him.  

He spoke this prayer out loud so that people 

could hear it, and so that it would be recorded for all history.  

 

And we should pay close attention to it, because these were the things that were 

on Jesus heart to pray for; these were His priorities.  

After praying for Himself and the disciples, as He was preparing Himself for the 

suffering that lay ahead, (Heb 12:1-3) in the last verses Jesus prays for "those 

who will believe in me through their word" (v. 20).  

That's us, you and me.   

Jesus had you in mind when He was speaking to His Father.  

He prays for us today, so that we would know all that He has done, given and all 

He will do for us when we get to heaven.   (See John 20:30) 
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Can you imagine that--Jesus putting you on His prayer list?  Does that excite 

you?  Jesus Christ loved you enough to pray for you and He's still praying for you, 

even today (see Romans 8:34). That's awesome!  

 

When you pray for the will of God, you will see results, and you'll see joy and 

power in your life.  (Luke 18:1; Romans 12:12; Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 4:2; 1 

Thessalonians 5:17) 

 

1 John 5:14-15 says, "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, 

whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him." 

(see Mark 11:24) 

 

John 17 is the greatest prayer ever prayed, and it's wonderful that Jesus allowed 

us to eavesdrop on Him.  

  

Perhaps you could read it over again, study it, and become conformed to what 

Jesus expresses to His Father.  You can't go wrong that way!  Jesus shows us 

that we too, can be ‘Overcomers’ 

Have great month. 

Martyn.    019129 401771/ 07980 591098.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mechanic who worked out of his 
home had a dog named Mace. Mace 
had a bad habit of eating all the grass 
in the mechanic‟s lawn, so the 
mechanic had to keep Mace inside. 
The grass eventually became 
overgrown. 
One day the mechanic was working on 
a car in his backyard and dropped his 
wrench losing it in the tall grass. He 
couldn‟t find it for the life of him so he 
decided to call it a day. 
That night, Mace escaped from the 
house and ate all the grass in the 
backyard. The next morning, the 
mechanic went outside and saw his 
wrench glinting in the sunlight. 
Realizing what had happened, he 
looked up to the heavens and sang 
out loudly, proclaiming… 

 

(Are you ready for this?) 
 
“A grazing Mace, how sweet the 
hound that saved a wrench for me!” 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=ro+8:34&version=nas
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018:1;%20Romans%2012:12;%20Ephesians%206:18;%20Colossians%204:2;%201%20Thessalonians%205:17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018:1;%20Romans%2012:12;%20Ephesians%206:18;%20Colossians%204:2;%201%20Thessalonians%205:17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11:24&version=NIV
http://www.biblestudytools.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=joh+17&version=nas
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Finances: 

You may recall that one of the subjects raised at the evening session at our home in 
February was the issue of finances.  So as promised, I hope that the following will 
give you some indication of how we raise and distribute finances at Wool Vineyard. 
 
I need to stress at the outset that we as a leadership team are greatly appreciative of 
all who regularly contribute tithes and offerings to the church.  Because of the 
faithfulness and generosity of church members, we have been blessed by God,  
„Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
imagine, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Ephesians 3:20-21 „ 
 
So how do we fund the church? Unlike some mainline churches (such as C of E) all of 
our finances have to be generated from our own resources.  We do not have any 
central fund, by which ministries‟ are paid. 
 
The trustees of Wool Vineyard are responsible for paying the Pastoral Salaries and all 
other expenses.  They have guidance, and recommendations as to how much they 
can and should remunerate pastoral staff, but this is geared by how much we have in 
the way of tithes and offerings and members.  We are as a church a registered charity, 
and a company limited by guarantee. We are not supported by any other Vineyard 
Church, or any central body.  This is why, all of us giving a regular amount each 
month, assists us in funding and running the church fellowship.  Without this regular 
giving, we could in all probability not continue as we are. 
 
We are blessed by having our own building-an asset in many ways, but needs 
maintenance. We are blessed by having some money in reserve, due to the diligence, 
and good stewardship in previous years.   We are blessed by having quality pastoral, 

trustees and a leadership team that oversee the church.  (More people needed though) 

 
What óis the difference between tithesô and offerings? Simply put, the tithe (ing) is the 
biblical way by which we can support each other.  It is nominally 10% of any income 
that you may have before any tax is paid.  The more you receive in income etc, the 
more as a proportion you should consider giving. 
 
Offerings, on the other hand, are things/ items/ amounts that you may be prompted to 
give to the church, for a specific reason.  For example, a building fund, or an item that 
the church needs.  It might also be a gift to someone in need etc.  Offerings are over 
and above any regular tithes that you may give.   

We would also encourage you to ógift aidô all gifts to the church as we can claim 28p 
in the pound from the government (e.g. so for every £1.00 donation we receive £1.28p) 
provided you pay tax (to an equal value of the donation).   There are leaflets at church 
that explain more, and how you can support the church.  

However as you may know, we have had one or two people „move on‟ from our 
fellowship, but we have been blessed by people joining us.  Nevertheless, we need to 
review and reassess our finances, and decisions will need to be made in June/ July to 
agree what we can continue to fund and support. At the time of writing, nothing has 
been decided.  
 
Having made that comment, I am confident that we will grow numerically over the next 
few months, and that will help our situation.   
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We had 28 people with us on Easter Sunday morning, and a few of the „regulars‟ were 
away.  There is no reason to think and believe why this number should not be the 
norm. 
If you need any more information please speak to me, or Ruth. We will be happy to 
help.  If you need „bible and verse‟ to know what you should do, that we can provide 
that was well. 
God is aware that we cannot operate a church without certain things.   

We cannot be a church without Him (if would be social club). 
We cannot be a church without the outpouring of God His Holy Spirit.   
We also cannot be a church without the support of His people, supporting each other. 
Thanks for reading this.   

Hope it helps.  Martyn 

................................................................................................................................................... 

PRAYER FOCUS:      
  

Please continue to pray for all who are and have been poorly for their complete 
healing and trust in the Lord. 
 
Alex –Positively that Alex heart rate is back as it should be. 
However, we need to know what is causing Alex‟s other 
difficulties, inc difficulty in speaking.  
Please also pray for the additional pressures (of many types) 

that Alex‟s ill health is causing. 

Please pray for Ruth and Dave and that his rearranged 
operation will be a complete success. 
Mike – Give thanks that his leg is coping with Mike‟s being at work again and                                
that he is enjoying being back at work. 
 
For all students who are approaching exams – that they will cope with the extra stress 
and pressures at this time. 
Please pray for growth in our Fellowship as we wait upon the Lord in praise and 
worship and for His blessings on our idea of a get-together morning for residents of 
Purbeck Gate.  More details to follow! 
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.  
 

Julie Andrews is 74. To commemorate her birthday, actress/vocalist, Julie 
Andrews made a special appearance at Manhattan's Radio City Music Hall for the 
benefit of the AARP. One of the musical numbers she performed was 'My Favourite 
Things' from the legendary movie 'Sound Of Music'.   

  
Here are the lyrics she used: (sing along now..) 
 

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting, 
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings, 

Bundles of magazines tied up in string, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 

 
Cadillacôs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses, 
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses, 
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings, 

These are a few of my favourite things. 
 

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak, 
When the knees go bad, I simply remember my favourite things, 

And then I don't feel so bad. 

 
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions, 

No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions, 
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring, 

These are a few of my favourite things. 
 

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin', 
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin', 
And we won't mention our short shrunken frames, 

When we remember our favourite things. 
 

When the joints ache, when the hips break, when the eyes grow dim, 
Then I remember the great life I've had, 

And then I don't feel so bad. 
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TEA/COFFEE ROTA – MAY 

2  -  Joy/??               9  -  Valerie/??              16  -  Angela/??               
23  -  Jane/??                         30  -  Valerie/???? 

JUNE 

6 - Doreen/??             13 - Valerie/??             20 - Joy/??          

27 - Angela/?? 

FLOWER ROTA - MAY  

2  -  Doreen       9  -  Angela       16  -  Iris        23  -  Valerie          30  -  Elizabeth 

JUNE 

6 - Joy              13 - Jane                20 - Doreen                   27 - Elizabeth     

As you can see – we need more people to help please! – Thank you for all your 

assistance.     Valerie 

                                                        .............................................. 

FUTURE DATES: 

May 22/23rd:  Healing on the streets in Weymouth: (HOTS) Details see Martyn 

Every Saturday morning:  10-12am:  HOTS. (In joint teams at Weymouth) 

Wool Carnival: Sat 26th June. 

High Street Summer Fayre. Sat 3rd July:   

14 – 18th July - Connect 2010 – Holton Lee, Wareham.                                                    

 

 

An old nun  who was living in a convent next to a construction site noticed 

the coarse language of  the workers and decided to spend some time with 

them to correct their ways.  

She decided she would take her lunch, sit with the workers and talk with 

them. She put her sandwich  in a brown bag and walked over to the spot 

where the men were eating.  

She walked up to the group and with a big smile said: ñAnd do you men know 

Jesus Chris t?ò 

They shook their heads and looked at each other very confused.  

One of the workers looked up into the steelworks and yelled out,  

ñAnybody up there know Jesus Christ?ò 

One of the steelworkers yelled down óWhyô? 

The worker yelled back, ñCos his wifeôs here with his lunchò 
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How Would You Know the Saviourôs Wordsé 

 

¶ If you never felt pain… How would you know that Iôm a Healer? 

¶ If you never went through difficulty… How would you know that Iôm 
a Deliverer? 

¶ If you never had a trialé How would you know that Iôm a 
Comforter? 

¶ If you never made a mistake… How would you know that Iôm 
Forgiving? 

¶ If you know it all… How would you know that I will answer your 
questions? 

¶ If you never were in trouble… How would you know that I will come 
to your rescue? 

¶ If you never were broken… How would you know that I can make 
you whole? 

¶ If you never had a problem… Then how would you know that I can 
solve them? 

¶ If you never had known suffering… Then how would you know what 
I went through? 

¶ If you never went through the fire.… Then how would you become 
pure? 

¶ If I gave you all things …How would you appreciate them? 

¶ If I never corrected you …How would you know that I love you? 

¶ If you had all power …Then how would you learn to depend on me? 

¶ If your life was perfect …Then what would you need me for? 

................................................................................................................................................... 

Rewards: (C.S Lewis)  „Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the 

staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds 

our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with 

drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to 

go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a 

holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.‟ 

C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 

 


